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COMMUNITY XMAS PARTY 

This year the Community Xmas Party was held at the 
Community Hall on Sunday 11 December 2011 at 
12.00 noon. 

We noted with pleasure the good turnout and every-
body enjoyed young and old.  The main focus was the 
children of course, with the ‘Santa’, presents, colourful 
bouncing castles, and games and other Xmas activities 
and Xmas carols. 

There was a delicious buffet with the traditional Xmas 
Ham and other festive season foods and desserts.   

All in all it was a very successful function and we thank 
everyone who was involved in the organization, plan-
ning and hard work of the function. Well done every-
body!  

A very Happy and joyful 2012 to everyone! 

The Committee 

Calendar of events for the Greek Com-
munity – some events to be confirmed  

 
Community picnic (Pt Chevarier):   

 Sunday, 12 February 2012 
Beginning of Lent:    

 Monday, 27 February 2012 
Hellenic Festival & Market Day:  

 Saturday, 3 March 2012 
 Hellenic Independence Day celebration: 
 Saturday, 24 March 2012 
 Hellenic Independence Day commemoration:
 Sunday, 25 March 2012 

Palm Sunday:    
 Sunday, 8 April 2012 

Easter:       
 Sunday, 15 April 2012 
 Battle of Crete Commemoration: 
 Saturday, 19 May 2012 

Pontian Memorial Service:  
 Sunday, 20 May 2012 

Godparents’ Day:   
 Sunday, 8 July 2012 

Dormition of the Holy Virgin:  
 Wednesday, 15 August 2012 

Bring a Friend to Church:  
 Sunday, 16 September 2012 
 OXI Day:    
 Saturday, 27 October 2012 
 Christmas event(s):   
 Sunday, 9 December 2012-01-11 
 
Please keep these dates in your calendar and we look 
forward to seeing you all! 
 
Closer to time we will update you with more infor-
mation on these events. 
Our picnic will be held on Sunday 12 February 2012 at 
Point Chevalier part at 12pm. You will find us where 
the Greek flag will be. Please bring your drinks and food 
and come full of energy for games and fun. It is free for 
everybody.  
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Social News 
Sincere condolences to Sula Tzitzilakis and her family 
for the loss of her sister in Brisbane. 
 
Sincere condolences to Phanoulas family on the pass-
ing of Michael, a great member of the Community. 
 
Michael Phanoulas has been a great member of the 
Committee in the past – especially as the Secretary - 
and the Community. Michael has been one of the peo-
ple who initiated and helped for the renovation of the 
Greek Community hall, as he has been a fantastic 
businessman and a well-respected architect. Michael 
has even sung the Pokarekareana part of Auckland 
Council’s festival to promote the Greek culture. Mi-
chael was full of energy, life and great ideas and very 
dedicated to his wife, children and grandkids. Michael 
will be greatly missed by the Greek Community. May 
his memory be eternal. 
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REMINDER 
Here are some photos from the Certificate Presenta-
tion of ‘Ellinomatheia’ Sydney November 2011. 
The centre will be receiving new applications for the 
next course on February 2012.  Please contact the 
link below for further information. 
 
Happy and Successful 2012. 
 
Ellinomatheia Centre 
Sydney, Australia 

http://blogs.sch.gr/grsydn/2011/01/27/
registrationcertificateofattainment2011/ 

http://blogs.sch.gr/grsydn/2011/01/27/registrationcertificateofattainment2011/
http://blogs.sch.gr/grsydn/2011/01/27/registrationcertificateofattainment2011/
http://blogs.sch.gr/grsydn/2011/01/27/registrationcertificateofattainment2011/
http://blogs.sch.gr/grsydn/2011/01/27/registrationcertificateofattainment2011/


 

the organizers listed below. 
Helen Cheng | Event Organiser 
Auckland International Cultural Festival 
DDI: 345 2091 | Mobile 021 0200 0708 
Email: helen.cheng@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Auckland Council, Level 7, 360 Queen Street, Auckland 
CBD 
Private Bag 92300, Victoria St West, Auckland 1142 
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Auckland International Cultural Festival 
DDI: 345 2091 | Mobile 021 0200 0708 
Email: helen.cheng@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
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1st Summer School in Medical & Biosciences 
Research and Management  

Dear ambassadors of Greece , !! 

On behalf of the executive board of the World Hellenic Biomedical 
Association (network of more than 2,000 physicians and biomedical 
scientists from 26 countries in 5 continents) I am announcing the 
organization of the 1st Summer School in Medical & Biosciences 
Research and Management, which will take place in Greece on May 
20-30, 2012 . Undergraduate and graduate students from universities 
in Greece and abroad (not necessarily Greeks)  are invited to submit 
application s. !The aim of this educational activity is to expose 
prominent graduate and undergraduate students of medical and bio-
sciences background to knowledge given by top-notch experts from 
the most advanced medical and biosciences research centers, as well 
as from the Pharmaceutical and Biotechnology industry. !!The pro-
gram is divided in two parts. The 1st part will take place in the beau-
tiful scenery of Itilo in Mani, Peloponnese from May 20 to May 26, 
2012 . For this part 10 instructors and 2 plenary speakers of world-
wide reputation will present the most recent breakthroughs and cur-
rent trends in several topics of basic and clinical medical research. 
The students will then be transferred to Athens , where they will 
attend lectures about drug development and successful placement of 
a new drug in the market . Moreover, the schedule includes visits of 
the students to the Biomedical Research Foundation of the Academy 
of Athens , the Standing Committee on Cultural and Educational 
Affairs of the Parliament of Greece and the Ministry of Education, 
Lifelong Learning and Religious Affairs. !!Hotel expenses will be cov-
ered for 24 selected students based on their academic record and 
performance thanks to generous donations by "Omogeneis" Lakones, 
who aim to support the place of their origin and facilitate the devel-
opment of scientific tourism in Mani. !!!The deadline for submission 
of applications is January 20, 2012 . Detailed information and the 
online application form are available at www.whba1990.org !!!It 
would be great if you may circulate the attached press release 
(English and Greek version) within your network of undergraduate 
and graduate students of Greek origin or descent that live in your 
area, as well as with professors or individuals that may spread the 
word about this educational initiative and the mass media in the area 
of your responsibility . !! 

Best regards Konstantinos Drosatos !!  

President-elect (2012-2014) !World Hellenic Biomedical Association  
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Celebration of our history 
We would like to celebrate our history as a Communi-
ty of Greeks in Auckland. It has not been an easy 
road and many have invested time and money into 
the celebration and maintenance of our cultural and 
spiritual heritage. 
We would like to do this in the form of a montage of 
framed photos which will be hung in our hall for all to 
see and enjoy. 
Please send/give any photos to committee members, 
especially those that exhibit milestones in our histo-
ry. 
For further information contact: Helen Panayiodou 
 h.panayiodou@auckland.ac.nz   
 0275554625/4164888 
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https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?
gid=149987211708633 

! "#$%& '() Auckland’s Greek Youth *%+, -&,%.(-! 
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Please try the 
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?
gid=149987211708633 

or search for the Auckland’s Greek Youth in the Face-
book and become our members. 

 

Auckland International Cultural Festival 
Dear fellow members of the Greek community of 
Auckland. 
On April 1st 2012 we are invited as a Greek communi-
ty to attend the Auckland International Cultural Fes-
tival. 
As a Community we cannot take part at this stage as 
we are preparing the Greek Bazaar day which will be 
held in the first week of March in our hall. We would 
like to welcome anyone that has any connection to 
Greek culture ( music, dancing, food etc) and wants 
to take part in this great event to communicate with 

https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=149987211708633
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=149987211708633
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=149987211708633
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=149987211708633
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=149987211708633
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=149987211708633
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=149987211708633
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=149987211708633
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Christmas, 2011 



What follows is an extract from Thucydides’ Histories (2.43). This section (2.34-2.46) is renowned as 
“The funeral speech” or “!"#$%&#'( )*+'(”. The paragraph I have chosen relates happiness, bravery 

and freedom. Thucydides wrote the history of the great war between Athens (his fatherland) and Sparta 
between 431-401 BCE. He believed that this war was the greatest of all since then: “still the 

Peloponnesian, if estimated by the actual facts, will certainly prove to have been the greatest ever 
known” (1.21).  We need to remember that this was a civil war. 

“!!"#"! $## $%&'(!"! %%)( $& *+',-”  - “For to famous men all the earth is a sepulcher”. 

 

!This second extract is from Xenophon’s Anabasis (1.7.3). The speech is part of Cyrus’ exhortation to 
his Greeks just before the  imminent battle in Kunaxa. Xenophon puts in the mouth of a Persian noble 

similar sentiments to the ones which Perikles used in order to praise his fellow citizens. Cyrus is 
envious of the Greek freedom and he considers it as more important than any wealth.!
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Such were these men, worthy of their 
country. And for you that remain, you 
may pray for a safer fortune, but you 
ought not to be less venturously minded 
against the enemy, not weighing the profit 
by an oration only, which any man 
amplifying may recount to you that know 
as well as he the many commodities that 
arise by fighting valiantly against your 
enemies, but contemplating the power of 
the city in the actions of the same from day 
to day performed and thereby becoming 
enamoured of it. And when this power of 
the city shall seem great to you, consider 
then that the same was purchased by 
valiant men, and by men that knew their 
duty, and by men that were sensible of 
dishonour when they were in fight, and by 
such men as, though they failed of their 
attempt, yet would not be wanting to the 
city with their virtue but made unto it a 
most honourable contribution. For having 
everyone given his body to the 
commonwealth, they receive in place 
thereof an undecaying commendation and 
a most remarkable sepulchre not wherein 
they are buried so much as wherein their 
glory is laid up upon all occasions both of 
speech and action to be remembered 
forever. For to famous men all the earth is 
a sepulchre; and their virtues shall be 
testified not only by the inscription in stone 
at home but by an unwritten record of the 
mind, which more than of any monument 
will remain with everyone forever. In 
imitation therefore of these men and 
placing happiness in liberty and liberty in 
valour, be forward to encounter the 
dangers of war. 
 
Trans. David Grene 



Ilias Pavlidis 
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PERICLEAN ATHENS – JUSTINIAN CONSTANTINOPLE 

It is often stated by some modern speakers- writers that the Greek classical thought and ideals  at the 

time of Pericles, were inherited and applied by the Eastern Roman Empire (Byzantium) and it is 
therefore responsible for their continual  survival. However a brief analysis and comparison between 
the two periods show that it was not quite so.  

Some comparisons of cultural and political life 

in the Periclean Athens 5th cen. BCE 

and the Justinian Constantinople. 5th cen. AD 

 

Nikos Petousis 
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"Men of Hellas," he said, "it is 
certainly not from dearth of 
barbarians to fight my battles that I 
put myself at your head as my allies; 
but because I hold you to be better 
and stronger than many barbarians. 
That is why I took you. See then that 
you prove yourselves to be men 
worthy of the liberty which you 
possess, and which I envy you. 
Liberty--it is a thing which, be well 
assured, I would choose in preference 
to all my other possessions, multiplied 
many times.” 
 
Trans. H. G. Dakyns 
 
 



Greek Dance Camp
Mon. 23-Fri. 27
Allow your child to experience their heritage this 
summer 
This summer give your child a week of fun and 
friendship as they learn traditional Greek dances from 
both the islands and the mainland. This week long 
“day camp” will be both rewarding and enriching 
teaching team work, confidence, and build a 
community spirit. On the 27 Parents grandparents, 
and who ever else you can think of, are invited to 
watch your children show off all the new steps they 
have learned.

What: ! Greek dance workshops for children over the 
age of 4

When: Monday, January 23rd - Friday January 27th

Where:!Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox church in the 
Hall

Time: ! 10am-12:30pm

Other: Please keep an eye on you inbox for 
registration forms which are due back on the 
19th



!"# $%&'()"*+ ,-.#/#, $#%#*#0&1.( ($"*&")2)34(/(  .( /&) *1%"& 56*& 7(/&148, 9$6/".& 7%:'()& 
/8; 900+<#; 4/& =*0#)/. For Consular matters, please contact Mr Nikos Petousis, Hon. Consul  of 
Greece in Auckland.  
Contact Details: P O Box 26327, Epsom, Tel: (09) 571 0238 Fax: (09) 571 0529   Mob: 021 236 1427          
Email: nikosp@xtra.co.nz 

X<15 6;K53L:71;=35 ?53 :2K1<B G 3;3;:8<B )EEB;521M K53F3=B7H1> 43 A7:A65 ;3 3A1=341M; 
3A6>46H3C <=1 (6;52D R71U6;6H1 <=1 (1>:EE5;?2=1;.                                      
Those who are interested for the issue or renewal of Greek passports, that they must apply directly to the General 
Consulate in Wellington.  

Object:                     
To foster the appreciation, understanding and enjoyment of the Greek National heritage, its ide-
als and culture, including primarily the Greek Orthodox religion, Greek history, Greek customs, 
Greek language, Greek music and dance. 

%1  .5152B=52D $>9F1ME51  
R71:K71C – /1M<B +;3<=3<5@K1>-!D9AC (07 855 7959 G 021 54 88 40), +;=5A7D6K71C – %3<1ME3 

%7@9A67 (09 827 0003 G 021 90 65 17), (73993=:3C – T6DK871C $>968;HKBC (09 528 8724 G 027 248 
9320), %39H3C – .. ,8;<=3;=DA1>E1C (029 7704 761), I:EB – John Musson (09 276 97 45), Greg 

Thwaite (09 379 85 50), )E:;B R3;3?5P=1> (09 416 4888 G 027 555 4625), #8@;;BC ID;=6C (09 479 
8986 G 021 77 39 77), $1LH3 ,3=<1MEB (09 521 6145), I37H3 Calder-!3=QB28;<=3;=G (09 527 6691 G 

027 459 8530 
 

Executive Committee 
President: Lucy Anastasiadou-Hobbs, Vice President: Tasula Trumper, Secretary: Theo Simeonidis-, 

Treasurer: D. Konstantopoulos, Committee Members: John Musson, Greg Thwaite, Helen Panayiodou, 
John (Donald) Montes, Sophia Katsoulis, Maria Calder-Hatzikonstanti 

HELLENIC COMMUNITY AND ORTHODOX PARISH OF AUCKLAND 
Postal Address: P O Box 52 174, Kingsland-Auckland 10003, Physical Address: 106 Western 

Springs Rd, Mt Albert Website: www.greekcommunity.org.nz  Email: contact@greekcommunity.org.nz  
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HELLENIC COMMUNITY  - MEMBERSHIP 

The existence and functioning  of our Community depends 
on membership fees and donations by its members and 
friends. The Membership fee for a family is only $50 and for 
an individual $30 annually. Most of the funds raised from 
membership fees are used for publishing and mailing the 
Community’s newsletter to all  members.   

Membership runs from the 1st July to 30th June the follow-
ing year and renewal of membership has to be made in ad-
vance before the end of June each year.  Whoever wishes to 
become a member should contact either the Secretary, Mr 
Theo Simeonidis or the President, Mrs Lucy Anastasiadou—
Hobbs for a Membership Application Form. Your support is 
appreciated. 

 

Editorial 

Photos by: MariaCalder—Hatzikonstanti    More News and Updates: www.greekcommunity.org.nz   
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CHURCH SERVICES AT THE 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY 

 
Church services conducted by ft. Pavlos 
every Sunday from 9am—12 pm. 

Matins Service (Orthros) 8:45 - 10:00 

Divine Liturgy 10:00 - 11:45 

 

For additional information and other 
enquiries please contact ft. Pavlos on 
09—8452141. 
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