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Pic nic on Sunday 20th of February at
12:30pm (after the church service)

The community will have the picnic this year at
Long Bay, site number 2. This event is for members
only. Please bring a plate of food and refreshments
for your family members and to share. There will be
fun and games for adults and children. There will be
committee members on the site after 11.00 am.

Celebration of 25th of March
We are going to celebrate our national day on Satur-­
day 2nd of April at 7:00pm at our decorated commu-­
nity hall and with live music with our unique Greek
band “Greek Nights”. Please contact our Committee
member Michalis Miliotis at 09 52 88 373 to make
your reservations until the 28th of March. Priority
will be given to our members. The ticket prices are
$35 for our members, $45 for non members and chil-­
dren from 7-­14 years old $20 (members and non
members) and under 7 years old are free.

Celebration of Easter Day

Our traditional Easter will be again celebrated on
Sunday 24th of April at our community hall after the
church service around 12:30pm. Traditional lambs
on the spit will be available. It is important to RSVP
by 15th of April to avoid disappointment. Please con-­
tact our Committee member Tasula Trumper at 09
8270003 to make your reservations. Priority will be
given to our members. The ticket prices are $35 for
our members, $45 for non members and children
from 7-­14 years old $20 (members and non members)
and under 7 years old are free.

The Greek Community Hall for hire
Members can hire the hall for private functions. The
usual donation is $150.00 and $50.00 bond. The
bond will be returned. For any information please
contact the Committee member Helen Panayiotou at
09 41 64 888.

888.
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Acknowledgements – Notes
The renovations of the church flat are now completed
and the committee would like to thank those commu-­
nity members who gave there time and help in mak-­
ing the project a resounding success, Peter Pa-­
nayiodou, Peter Goulouvangas, Murray Baker and
Mr&Mrs G Katsoulis. Thank you all for you help.
Another major project was the work carried out to
prepare the apartment for Father Paul and his Family
the committee would like to thank the many volun-­
teers who gave time cleaning and preparing the apart-­
ment for Father Paul you where all great.
We would also like to mention the donation of electri-­
cal appliances by Amanda Frazis, the donation of
lighting products and appliances by Murray and Tracy
Baker also the work carried by Peter and Riki

Phillip Seretis completely repainted the apartment
thanks to you all!

Donations
The committee would like to take this opportunity
to bring to your attention the fact that there are a
number of unforeseen items of expenditures such as
the painting of the exterior of the Church which is to
be undertaken soon. Also we would like to furnish the
office at the back of the Church with bookcases, desk
etc, and to furnish one of the rooms to accommodate
visitors. We kindly ask for donations to be able to buy
these items. Please give generously the community
needs your help. These expenses cannot be covered by
existing sources of income.

Remembering:
Sylvia Myrophora ALLISON passed away on 29 Decem-­
ber 2010 in Brussels while staying with her daugh-­
ter.
Sylvia came to the Greek functions frequently when
not visiting family overseas which she did for a couple
of months each year.

Greek Paralympic Team in Christchurch
A delegation of 45 is representing Greece at the IPC
Athletics Championships in Christchurch. I went per-­
sonally to wish them good luck and had a good chat to
the President of the Greek Paralympic Committee, Mr
George Fountoulakis. Until now our team has won 9
(total) medals! We wish our team good luck and all
the best!

Lucy Anastasiadou-­Hobbs

Christchurch



Page 3

OXI DAY
Last year our community hall was transformed into a
Greek Taverna with wine barrels, candles and fishing
paraphernalia to celebrate OXI Day. The Greek ladies
of our community outdid themselves with homemade
Pastitsio, Spanakopita, Tiropetas and many more
Greek food and sweets. Our very own Greek Nights
band played for us and had the dance floor overflow-­
ing with dancers and the occasional broken
plates. The Committee would like to thank all those
who helped with the preparations, food and with the
clean up. We could not have done this without them!

Cleaner required for the hall
We would like to employ a cleaner to clean the hall
every fortnight. This will involve cleaning floors, bath-­
rooms, oven, fridge and kitchen. It is estimated that
this will take between 2 ½ and 3 hours of work, as
some of the work will be staggered.
We would rather offer this position to a community
member, if we get no response we will be approaching
cleaning companies. If you are interested in this or
know of effective cleaners please contact Helen Pa-­
nayiodou on 0275554625 or 4164888.

Fees for weddings/christening/funerals
We would like to bring to your attention that these
fees will be the following;;

$150 for the Community
$350 for paperwork in Wellington
A donation for Father Paul
If you require the hall it could be hired only to mem-­
bers for $150 and $50 bond.

MUSIC IN PARKS: GREEK NIGHTS &
FRIENDS

Greek Nights & friends have been invited to perform
in the Auckland City Council’s Music in Parks pro-­
gramme. We are really looking forward to this perfor-­
mance which will feature authentic Greek music and
dance at its best:
Venue: Culture Garden , Auckland Domain Winter-­
gardens
Date: Sunday, 13 March 2011
Time: 6.00 – 7.30pm
Entry: Free
Details:
http://www.musicinparks.co.nz/artists/
greeknightsandfriends.asp or
http://www.eventfinder.co.nz/2011/mar/parnell/
music-­in-­parks-­greek-­nights-­and-­friends
We look forward immensely to seeing you again soon.
Opa!
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dens

http://www.musicinparks.co.nz/artists/
greeknightsandfriends.asp or
http://www.eventfinder.co.nz/2011/mar/parnell/
music-­in-­parks-­greek-­nights-­and-­friends

END OF SCHOOL YEAR ANNOUNCE-­
MENT

One more year has come to an end. The school has
managed to increase its numbers which is a sign of a
healthy operation. As the year has drawn to an end, I
would like to thank personally, the School Committee
for the excellent collaboration. I also wish to congrat-­
ulate three of our students:

a. Louis Katsoulis, for his amazing progress these
last years. All his family should feel proud of Louis
and his achievements. It is a privilege to teach a
student like Louis.

b. Nikos Trumper, for being consistent all the years.
Another excellent child, that honors all the Hel-­
lenic Community of Auckland.

c. Madleine Fountain, for attending religiously the
lessons all these years out of her personal enjoy-­
ment and not because she is “forced to” by her
non-­existent Greek background. An example for
many who think that Greek language cannot be
attractive to young children.

I would like to thank all the students who have been
devoted all these years and I am looking forward to a
new beginning for 2011.
Ilias Pavlidis

SHORT NOTICE CONCERNING THE
GREEK EDUCATIONAL CENTRE

The Greek Ministry of Education will sponsor the
teacher of the school for the year 2011. That came as
a result of the needs of the Community with the sup-­
port of the School Committee.
Ilias Pavlidis

From Father Paul
Did you know?
One of the most dear traditions of our Hellenic people
is to greet eachother with a kiss on each cheek, first
the right and then the left. This tradition, or a varia-­
tion of it is also practiced among the Arabs, the Slavic
peoples, the Italians in fact all over the world and yet
we are right to think of it as Greek because a Greek
speaking Jew, who we know as St. Paul, initiated this
tradition when he instructed his hearers: “Greet one
another with a brotherly kiss.” Just one more part of
our Greek tradition that was born out of love for
Christ.
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Beloved Parishioners,
With this letter Presvytera Katerina and I together
with our three children, have passed two months
together with you in this very friendly country, in
this vibrant city and most importantly among this
family of faithful, brothers and sisters, mothers
and fathers, children and grandchildren sealed in
the name of the All-­Holy Trinity: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.
We come to you with open hearts and with souls
frequently refreshed by the prayers of the church,
the intercessions of the Saints and by your own
many kindnesses toward us. We come to you also
as humble servants of our most loving God.
These first two months have been filled with many
blessings. We thank God everyday for the beautiful
and humble church of Holy Trinity which daily
comforts us and for the many opportunities that
we have had here for prayer: Vespers, Orthros, Di-­
vine Liturgy, and for the faithful believers who pray
with us.
We thank God for the Hellenic Community, for the
Committee, for its dedicated leader Lucy Anastasi-­
adou-­Hobbs, and for all its members. We thank
God for every opportunity to gather in His name,
whether to celebrate Christmas, or New Years or
soon Apokreas and 25th of March.
We thank God for His Eminence Archbishop Amfi-­
lochios and those with him who exhibits so much
faith and love and patience and courage.
In each blessing we see clearly the benevolent hand
of our God guiding our every step and strengthen-­
ing us when we become weary or discouraged. We
know that without Him we can do nothing, and we
remember the sweet words of our savior to St.
Paul: “My strength is made perfect in weakness.”
In the months and years to come we fervently pray
that God will bind our hearts together in love, that
holding each other up we might pass over every
obstacle and complete the race which is set before
us.
To those who have not yet met us we greet you
with love and with patience knowing that God will
bless us to meet in His time. For those of you
whom we have met, the memory of your smiles and
kindnesses already is our consolation.
We are happy to be here in this beautiful country
which we now call home and we live each day de-­
pendant on the gracious love of God for us and for
you, praying that together we might labor, with
joy, to accomplish His will.
With respect and love for you all and anticipating
the refreshing outpouring of His Spirit upon those
who call upon His Name with faith, I remain,
Your humble intercessor before the Sacred Altar,
Rev. Fr. Paul A Patitsas
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March 25th, The independence day in
Greece

March 25 is both a national (revolution against the
Turks) and religious holiday (Annunciation). March 25
is the nameday for Vangelis or Evangelos and Vangelio
or Evangelia or Eva.
There is a school flag parade in every town and village
and a big armed forces parade in Athens , the capital
of Greece .
The Byzantine Empire fell to the Turks in 1453 and
the Greeks remained under the Ottoman rule for near-­
ly 400 years. During this time their language, their
religion and their sense of identity remained strong.

On

March 25, 1821 the bishop Germanos of Patras raised
the Greek flag at the Monastery of Agia Lavra in Pelo-­
ponnese and one more revolution started against the
Turks. The people of Greece shouted "Freedom or
Death" and they fought the War of Independence for 9
years (1821-­1829) until a small part of modern Greece
was finally liberated and it was declared an independ-­
ent nation.
The struggle for the liberation of all the lands inhabit-­
ed by Greeks continued. In 1864, the Ionian islands
were added to Greece;; in 1881 parts of Epirus and
Thessaly. Crete, the islands of the Eastern Aegean and
Macedonia were added in 1913 and Western Thrace in
1919. After World War II the Dodecanese islands were
also returned to Greece.

http://www.explorecrete.com/history/march25.html

The feast of the Annunciation marks the visit of the
angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary, during which he told
her that she would be the mother of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God. It is celebrated on 25 March each year.
More importantly, since it occurs 9 months before the
birth of Jesus on Christmas Day, the Annunciation
marks the actual incarnation of Jesus Christ – the
moment that Jesus was conceived and that the Son of
God became the son of the Virgin.

http://www.turnbacktogod.com/march-­25-­the-­feast-­of-­

the-­annunciation/

http://www.matia.gr/7/74/74_1_2.html

http://www.provoles.de/content/view/1602/28/
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Shall we travel? -­ to meet Greece
Why Meteora?

In central Greece and particularly in the North West-­
ern part of Thessaly, between North East of Hasia and
West of Pindos, where the plain of Thessaly ends, gi-­
gantic rocks raise, that create a spectacle which
might be unique worldwide.
U.N.E.S.C.O has characterized the Holy Meteora as a
"monument of Humanity that has to be maintained".
They don't belong only to Greece but also to the en-­
tire world. The same is valid for the Mount Athos, the
Mistra, the Holy Monastery of Saint Lucas etc. So, the
monasteries of the Meteora are included in the Monu-­
ments of world cultural Heritage, because they are a
unique harmonious matching of Byzantine architec-­
ture and natural beauty.
The Holy Monastery of Great Meteoron.
It is the biggest of the Meteorite monasteries. The
church 'Katholikon', honoured to the 'Transfiguration'
was erected in the middle of 14th c. and 1387/88 and
decorated in 1483 and 1552. The old monastery is
used as a museum, nowdays.

How to come to Meteora
Meteora is very close to Kalampaka and Kastraki. You
can access Kalampaka from Ioannina, Thessaloniki,
Athens by bus or train.
You can use the following map as a guide to see how
you come to Kalampaka.

http://www.meteora-­greece.com/meteora.htm



Page 8

http://www.e-­meteora.com

http://www.kalampaka.com

ASCS 32 Auckland 2011
Between the 24th and the 27th of January, the 32nd
Annual Conference of the Australasian Association for
Classical Studies (ASCS) was held, by the University of
Auckland.
Amongst the speakers were two Greeks:
Dr. Athina Papachrysostomou from the University of
Patras and Mr. Ioannis Lambrou from the University
College of London.
Athina’s paper was on: “Evil beauty: Comedy’s Report-­
age on Hetairai” and Ioannis’ on: “

Aethiopis to the
Iliad”.
Both of them gave very interesting presentations with
many classical references. The audience was im-­
pressed by the originality of the above papers and the
dialogue which followed stands as a firm proof of the
interest.
We wish, personally, to thank the scholars who gave
us the opportunity to follow such interesting presen-­
tations. Also, we wish to thank the Honorary Consu-­
late of Greece, Mr. Nikos Petousis, who welcomed
both of them and hosted Athina and her father at the
restaurant: “Mama Rosa”.

ASCS 32 Auckland 2011

».

GREEK SUBTITLED MOVIES AT TH E
COMMUNITY HALL

All the movies will be start at 16:00 and the location
is the Greek Community Hall, 106 Western Springs
Road, Mt. Albert.
Program is attached.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF STUDENT’S
ACHIEVEMENT

A student of the Greek School, Louis Katsoulis was
awarded with Academic Honours for 2010. He
received his school annual prize for Japanese and
Classical studies. Also he passed with excellence his
NCEA year 12 exams.
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Greek Paralympic Team in Christchurch
PHOTOS BY: Lucy Anastasiadou-­Hobbs

ASCS 32 Auckland 2011
PHOTOS BY: Theofilos Papachrysostomou

Athina Papachrysostomou



Contact Details: P O Box 26327, Epsom, Tel: (09) 571 0238 Fax: (09) 571 0529 Mob: 021 236 1427
Email: nikosp@xtra.co.nz

.
Those who are interested for the issue or renewal of Greek passports, that they must apply directly

to the General Consulate in Wellington.

Embassy of Greece, 10th Floor, 5-­7 Willeston Street, PO Box 24-­066, Wellington, Telephone: (04) 473-­7775;;
(04) 473-­7776;; Facsimile: (04) 473-­7441;; Email: info@greece.org.nz

Object:

To foster the appreciation, understanding and enjoyment of the Greek National heritage, its ide-­

als and culture, including primarily the Greek Orthodox religion, Greek history, Greek customs,

Greek language, Greek music and dance.

Executive Committee
President: Lucy Anastasiadou-­Hobbs, Vice President: Tasula Trumper, Secretary: Chirstina Daglas-­
Daniela, Treasurer: Michael Miliotis, Committee Members: John Musson, Greg Thwaite, Helen

Panayiodou

HELLENIC COMMUNITY AND ORTHODOX PARISH OF AUCKLAND
Postal Address: P O Box 52 174, Kingsland-Auckland 10003, Physical Address: 106 Western
Springs Rd, Mt Albert Website: www.greekcommunity.org.nz Email: contact@greekcommunity.org.nz

HELLENIC COMMUNITY -­ MEMBERSHIP

The existence and functioning of our Community depends
on membership fees and donations by its members and
friends. The Membership fee for a family is only $50 and for
an individual $30 annually. Most of the funds raised from
membership fees are used for publishing and mailing the
Community’s newsletter to all members.

Membership runs from the 1st July to 30th June the follow-­
ing year and renewal of membership has to be made in ad-­
vance before the end of June each year. Whoever wishes to
become a member should contact either the Secretary, Mrs
Christina Daglas—Daniela, or the President, Mrs Lucy Ana-­
stasiadou—Hobbs for a Membership Application Form. Your
support is appreciated.

Editorial: We wish to thank everyone who emailed us photos for this volume. More News and Updates:

www.greekcommunity.org.nz

Editing by: Ilias Pavlidis

Page 10

CHURCH SERVICES AT THE
CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY

Church services conducted by ft. Pavlos
every Sunday from 9am—12 pm.

Matins Service (Orthros) 8:45 -­ 10:00

Divine Liturgy 10:00 -­ 11:45

For additional information and other
enquiries please contact ft. Pavlos on
09—8452141.

12.



3rd of APRIL

17th of APRIL

1st of MAY

NISOS (2009)

Dir: Christos Dimas

Greek language with English subtitles
Greece/2009/96mins
Written by Kostis Papadopoulos; Elena Solomou
Produced by Yiannis Iakovidis
Cast: Eleni Kastani, Elisavet Konstantinidou, Vladimiros Kiriakidis, Odysseas Papaspiliopoulos

With a fortune on offer the skeletons in this town's closet are about to get an airing. Scandalous affairs, unsolved
crimes, hidden double lives -­‐ one small island can hold a lot of secrets.After his sudden death, the island's richest
man reveals himself as mischievous troublemaker from beyond the grave. With no one to inherit his estate he
offers it to the four leaders of the village, the mayor, the police officer, the teacher and the priest. There's just
one catch, to earn their prize they each have to read a letter to the public detailing their dirty little
secrets.Grossing US$5.6 million at the Greek box-­‐office, Nisos was a surprise standout hit with a lot of heart -­‐ a
funny and clever whodunit where one revelation leads to another, mysteries unfold and no one is safe.

GOLD DUST (2009)

Dir: Margarita Manda

Greek language with English subtitles
Greece/2009/85mins
Written by Margarita Manda
Produced by Mathaios Voulgaris
Cast: Mania Papadimitriou, Argiris Xafis, Anna Mascha, Dimitris Xanthopoulos, Despoina Kourtis, Thanassis
Chalkias

Athens, today. Three siblings face the prospect of selling their family home. The potential buyers will tear it down
and erect a modern building in its place. Alexis defends the sale, documenting his position with the financial
benefits that this will bring. Anna reacts negatively. For her their family home is the memory of her childhood.
Amalia hesitates in making a decision, trapped between her emotional reservations and the practical needs. The
heroes are in conflict with themselves in a city that is in conflict with the memory of its history. The sale of the
family home functions as a pretext for the heroes to bring to light their interpersonal relations. The image they
have of each other in absentia, the "non dit" that characterizes family ties and reveals raw wounds when the
surface of childhood is scratched. A surface sprinkled with gold dust, like a fairytale. But the fairytale is weakened
by a chance occurrence. A message from the past functions as a catalyst, prompting the heroes to make their
own mark in their own age. To find a balance between the debt of memory and the debt of forgetfulness. To
come of age, taking the present of their own lives in their hands.

4 BLACK SUITS (2010)

Dir: Renos Haralambidis

Greek language with English subtitles
Greece/2010/90mins
Written by Renos Haralambidis
Produced by Aggelo Veneti, Iraklis Mavroidis, Takis Nikolakopoulos, Aris Dayios
Cast: Renos Haralambidis, Yannis Zouganelis, Takis Spiridakis, Alkis Panagiotidis, Dimitris Poulikakos

Four desperados do what they can to make a quick buck in 4 Black Suits, a dark and dire comedy about death,
chance and money. When an opportunity too good to pass up presents itself to four broke pallbearers, the hope of
escaping their unwanted job seems within reach. With a rich dead man's last wishes to be carried from Athens to
Boeotia on foot offering the remains of his estate as payment, four hopefuls sign up to help out. The owner of the
funeral parlour drowning in debt, his alcoholic employee, a prisoner on parole and a bankrupt theatre manager
band together for one last job to make a fortune. A job becomes an odyssey and a journey of self-­discovery for
four men, who will find a reward they'd never expected.



15th OF MAY

29th OF MAY

12th of JUNE

WITH HEART AND SOUL (2009)

Dir: Pantelis Voulgaris

Greek language with English subtitles
Greece/2009/141mins
Written by Pantelis Voulgaris
Produced by Pantelis Voulgaris,Yiannis Iakovidis and Eleni Bertes
Cast: Vangelis Mourikis, Georgios Simeonides, Victoria Haralambidou, Costas Kleftoyannis

"It is difficult to fire a gun when your brother could be on the other side." Recruited by two opposing sides,
young brothers Anestis and Vlassis are each their own victims of the Greek Civil War. Amongst the beauty of the
West Macedonian mountains spills the blood of their countrymen, Anestis leading the National Army and Vlassis
the Democratic Army through the terrain they know so well. Through death, conflict, loyalty and pain, their
story is written on the battlefield. Paying tribute to the youth lost on both sides of the battle,With Heart & Soul

is about the futility of war, the many young men who died in vain and never repeating the mistakes of the past.

I KLIRONOMOS (THE HEIRESS)(2009)

Dir: Panayiotis Fafoutis
Greek language with English subtitles
Greece/2009/95mins
Written by Dimitris Emmanouilidis & Laya Yourgou
Produced by Argonauts Productions S.A.
Cast: Smaragda Karidi , Gerasimos Skiadaresis , Petros Lagoutis , Kostis Koroneos , Vaggelis Alexandris

A recently widowed woman inherits the chairmanship of a struggling soccer team as well as a vast fortune. She
needs to manage the team if she ever expects to get her hands on the fortune, even though she doesn’t know a
thing about the game.

STRELLA (2009)
Dir: Panos H. Koutras
Greek language with English subtitles
Greece/2009/141mins
Written by Panos H. Koutras
Produced by Panos H. Koutras
Cast: Mina Orfanou ,Yiannis Kokiasmenos ,Minos Theoharis, Betty Vakalidou

George is released from prison after 14 years of incarceration for a murder he committed in his small Greek
village. He spends his first night out in a cheap downtown hotel in Athens. There he meets Strella, a young
transsexual prostitute. They spend the night together and soon they fall in love. But the past is catching up with
George. With Strella on his side he will have to find a new way out.The film premiered in the 59th Berlin Film
Festival -­‐ Section Panorama in February 2009 and has participated since in more than 20 International Film
Festivals all over the world. Strella is one of the 48 films nominated for the European Film Awards 2009.

26th of JUNE
THE DUST OF TIME (2008) Dir. Theo Angelopoulos
Greece/Italy/Germany/France/Russia/2008/125mins
Written by Theo Angelopoulos
Produced by Phoebe Economopoulou
Cast: Willem Dafoe, Bruno Ganz, Michel Piccoli, Irene Jacob

The second film in Theo Angelopoulos' trilogy on emigration, family and memory, The Dust of Time follows on from the critically acclaimed
The Weeping Meadow and features Willem Dafoe, Irene Jacob and Bruno Ganz. Blurring the lines between the present and the past, memory
and reality and fact and fiction, The Dust of Time tells the story of a filmmaker creating a film about his parent's life-­‐story only to have his
own story as a parent become part of the picture. A sprawling epic filmed across five countries, it combines an international cast to tell an
inherently Hellenic tale. "Theo Angelopoulos' new picture is his most affecting and personal in years. Spanning more than half a century and
taking place across three continents." -­‐ Screen International


